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A LETTER rom) Lords the Biſtops, 
concerning the Bill for preventing 
Occaſional Conformity. i d #2; Nory yy 


My Lords, | 

1 Uffer your moſt Dutiful Son and Servant, who pays you all that Reſ- 
pect that belongs to your Learning and Vertues, together with that 
Obedience and Veneration, which by the command of Chriſt, and the 
Practice of His Church, is due to your Sacred Epiſcopal Character: 
Suffer one whoſe Charity inclines him to your Perſons, and whoſe Judgment 
ties him to your Order, humbly to repreſent a few Conſiderations. For tho' 
your own Wiſdoms may ſuggeſt much better Thoughts, yet poſſibly the Hur- 
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ry of Buſineſs, and your Weighty Affairs both in Church and State, may 


keep you from Attending Actually, to what you Habitually know. 

Unleſs it be vnadviſedly,and in the heat of Paſſion, for all Men have theirFaulte, 
tho* Good Men conſtantly ſtrive to overcome them, and are not without 
Succeſs ; but no true Son of the Church of England, who is ſenſible of the near 


Relation he has to your Paternity, can imagine, or even ſuppoſe, that you 


have not very much at heart the Intereſts of that Church, over which the Holy Acts: 


Ghoſt bas made you Overſeers, or that among your own ſelves there ſhould ever 28. 
ariſe Men ſpeaking — things; but that, on the contrary, you will 
not only Feed the Church of GOD, that Church which is ſo dear to Him, that 
He bath purcbaſed it with His own Blood; but will alſo do what in you lies to 
_ thoſe Grievous Wolves from entring in among you, who will not ſpare the 
Flock, | 

The Truſt and the Obligation are undeniable , Spiritual Ties, and what is 
of more Weight with moſt Men, tho” not with your Lordſhips, Temporal 
Motives, ſuch at leaſt as are Fair and Honourable, engage you in the Chur- 
ches Service, To enlarge her Borders, to aſſert her Cauſe, and to ſecure 
her Rights is indeed to ſerve your ſelves; it is to diſcharge your own Truſts, 


and to prepare a fair Account, when your Great Maſter ſhall call upon you tor datt. 


a Reckoning, | 
It is not therefore to be doubted, but that when you entred upon this 


Weighty and Important Office, an Office not more Venerable in it ſelf, nor 


more Honour'd in this Nation by Temporal Diſtinctions, than it is difficult 
in the Execution; that you much more conſider'd the Opportunities of doing 
Good, and the Pleaſure and Reward that this affords you, than any ſecular 
Advantages and Marks of Honour, Nor is it to be thought, that Men of your 
Lordſhips Learning and Piety, wou'd eagage in a Work, and in the moſt 
ſolemn manner be Conſecrated to aa Office, which you did not in your Judg- 
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Upon theſe Conſiderations, the Faithſul Sons of the Church are Amez'd 
and Griev'd, to find themſelyes differ in their Judgments from too many of 


your Lordſhips, as to tho, ways and Means which ſeem to them expedient, 


* CS tveceſſary, both for the Security of the State, and for the Safe- 


ty of that Church, of which under GOD, and the Queen, you are the Fa- 


thers and Governors. They never expected to hear a Biſhop Argue againſt 


a Bill to this Purpoſe, and hope ſuch an Example will never be made a Prece- 


dent; may it never be recorded in the Annals of the Church! And may no 


Hiſtorian ever think it worth the Mention ! They con'd not ſuppoſe, that 
all your Lordſhip's Care was ſpent upon the Toleration Act, but thought that 
a Share of it at leaſt was reſerv'd for the Ad of — which in Point of 
Conſcience, is as obliging as ever. They hop'd therefore, that their Zeal 
for the Church might recommend them to your Bleſſing and Favour; but 
alas ! to their great diſappointment, they find, they have only incurr'd your 
Diſpleaſure. 3 1 

All this conſider'd, they might well have been diſcourag'd in their At- 
tempt to ſerve the Church, had not about a third of the Right Reverend Bi- 
ſhops concurr'd with them: And ſince the Nation is abundantly fatisfied of 
the Real Merit, the Learning, Wiſdom and Piety of thoſe Renowned Pre- 
lates, they wonder the more why the reſt of your Lordſhips ſhou'd be of a 
different Opinion, | 1 3 

Some have taken notice, that in Secular Affairs the Bench of Biſhops uſu- 
ally go together, It is therefore ſo much the more ſtrange, that you ſhou'd 
differ in a Buſineſs wherein the Church is ſo nearly concern d; and conſe- 
quently in which you ſhould be the more competent Jadges, and equally affe- 
cted with Pious Zeal. yy | at N 

Others who are no Friends to your Lordſhip's Sacred Function and Dignity 
have maliciouſly obſerv'd, that you have always gone with the Court, and 
even, as they ſay, when it has been ſo miſtaken in 1ts meaſures, as not to fall 
in with the Intereſt of England. Let them never have occaſion to fay that 


you leave the Court, at a time when there is a better Reaſon than ever to 


adhere to it, Now that by the Goodneſs of GOD we have really upon -the 
Throne, a Moſt Religious and Gracious Sovereign, | 

Thoſe Gentlemen who have ſo heartily Eſpous'd the Bill, upon Examining 
their Hearts, find nothing there but a moſt ſincere and worthy Intention, 4 
Zeal, which ſeems to them according to 1 And ſince your Lord- 
ſhips allow them a Judgment of Diſcretion, and do not require a blind Sub- 
miſſion to your Dictates, but a Reverence to your Authority, ſupported by 
your Reaſons, they Humbly beg to be convinc'd why you diſlike their Mea- 
ſures, ſince it muſt not be ſuppos'd that you diſapprove their End. For as 
for the Arguments that have been hitherto offer'd againſt the Bill, they are 
too Weak to paſs with Perſons of your Lordſhips Judgment and Learning. 
They may perhaps obtain among the Vulgar, who do not ſearch after Rea- 
ſcn, but are caught with Words and plauſible Appearances ; but they are 
as inſipid Food to Men of Senſe, as Presbyterian Bread and Diſſenting Water- 
4:17 | | 
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for that Reaſon be willing to leave a Breach in the Conftitution, by which a 
ſet of Men might enter, who ſhon'd in time new Model the Church to their 
advantage: But your Lordſhips have too much Conſcience to be content, 
that in any Age Wicked Men, under pretence of abborring Idols, ſhou'd commit 
Sacrilege. And moſt of you having Poſterity of your own, may be well 
enough pleas'd for this, as well as for better Reaſons, that the ſucceedin 
Officers of the Church ſhou'd enjoy thoſe Advantages on which you Live ſo 
Comfortably. But is it not Matter of the greateſt Wonder that the Lay 
put of that Great Aſſembly, which with your Lordſhips make the Three 

ſtates of this Nation, ſhou'd agree to a Bill to ſecure the Government in the 
Hands of the National Church, and Your Lordſhips Diſſent Loſe it ? 

As for Reaſons of State and Motives of Intereſt, they are but Secondary 
Arguments with your Lordſhips. But what is it can hinder you from 
Diſcountenancing and Effectually Preventing a Practiſe which even the Tem- 
poral Lords allow to be a Scandal to Religion? A Practice which is a groſs 
Praphanation of our moſt Sacred Rites ; which expoſes Religion to Con- 
tempt; which plainly ſhews that Men bave no ſerious Senſe of it, but 
miſerably make a Tool of it to promote their Secular Ends 2 Who is able 
to Diſcern what can hinder your Lordſhips from puting a ſtop to ſo great 
an Evil, unleſs you are pleaſed to condeſcend to inform him? 

Among all the Sophiſins that have been urg'd againſt the Bill, there is. 
but one that has any pretence to weigh with your Lordſhips, which is, 
© That the Diſſenters are coming into the Church, and that nothing but 
© terrifying Meaſures and Severity can prevent the happy Union. Now 
beſides, that the Matter of Fact on which this Objection depends, wants to 
be Prov'd, and ſuppoſing it cou'd be Prov'd which no Body believes, (for 
that the Heat and Ferment ation which was rais'd by our Diviſions, is not at all 
abated, is but two viſible) it does not follow that this Bill wou'd keep them 
out. Have the Diſſenters been ask'd the Queſtion ? or does the Reaſon of 
the thing require it? Or is the keeping a Hypocritical Diſſenter out of an 
Office, any Reaſon why a Conſcientious Diſſenter ſhon'd keep himſelf out of 
the Church? The Conſcientious Diſſenter Condemns this fort of Occa- 
Gonal Conformity, and therefore can take no Offence at the Bill. And your 
Lordſhips know very well, that the Bill does not at all affect any Diſſenters 
but ſuch as Conform for a Place only, and it can never be for the Churches 
Intereſt to gain ſuch Proſelytes as theſe. But I need not enlarge upon this 
Point which has been ſo very well argued by a better hand, Sir Fumphry 
Mackwortb's, in his Solid and Unanſwerable Diſcourſe about this Bill. 

It is not to be ſupposꝰd that your Lordſhips do not count them Schiſma- 
ticks, who without any juſt Cauſe ſeparate-from the Communion of their 
Lawful Biſhop; er that you take the Church of England to he a Perſecu- 
ting Church. You are the Governors of this Church, and ſince you do not 
find your ſelves diſpos'd to Perſecution, Cbarity which thinketh no Evil, will 
encline you to believe that none of your Brethren mean it. How can the 
Church be under more unhappy Circumſtances than to ſtand Divided againſt 
it ſelf? And what ill Impreſſions may it give Diſſenters, to ſee the Fathers 


— 


Severities and Perſecutions! The being 
Call'd a Perſecution, for it is ſuppos'd 
cry out of Perſecution, were there a Lay 
{ure none of the Primitive Biſhops wou' 
Teckon'd themſelves Married to their firſt 
This Bill will not at all hinder the gooc 
nor the Influence of your Exemplary Liv 
paſſion towards Diſſenters, it only offers 
effectual. For Mens Attention is gener; 
Motives, which in ſome fort Compel them 
have been like the deaf Adder, and hav 
Charm'd ever ſo Wiſely. | 
It is to be wiſh'd that all Men were bett. 
ing, the Promoters of this Bill are Gentle 
tho' all who profeſs a Zeal for the Churc 
they ſhew however, ſome outward Reve 
ſpeak of it with Contempt ; do not make 
rinianiſm, and ſtickle to make Proſelyte 
Profane Wit to Ridicule the Venerable M. 
*Tis true the Men of the other ſide, lay 
but I wound fain know whether Sedition an 
and Moral Actions ? To ſay nothing of F 
-mary Swearing, which is too frequently fa 
Swears Raſhly can be ſure he is not perju 
juſtice to Credicors ; Lying and Slanderir 
tions of their Innocent Neighbours, and tt 
ties? and is it not Scandalous to ſee the F 
pany, vpon any Account but the Deſign o 
with Publicans and Sinners, to Heal and R 
It is therefore Humbly hop'd, that ſinc 
tion to this Bill gave ſo great a Scandal bot 
you will heartily and Unanimouſly come! 
you will condeſcend to give us ſome good 
Refuſal, for what Arguments we have hit! 
to ſay, have not ſatished one Wiſe or Goo 
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he being debar*d of a Preferment cannot be 
uppos'd that none of your Lordſhips wou'd 
icre a Law paſs'd againſt Tranſiations, I am 
ops wou'd have complain'd, for they always 
their firſt Flock, 
the good effects of your Lordſhips Doctrine, 
plary Lives, or Chriſtian Charity and Com- 
ly offers a Motive to render all theſe more 
is generally Rous'd and Fix't by Temporal 
mpel them to conſider, who otherwiſe might 
and have ſtopped their Ears, tho' you had 


were better Chriſtians, but generally ſpeak- 
re Gentlemen of the faireſt Characters. And 
he Church are not ſuch as they ought to be, 
ard Reverence for Religion; they do not 
zot make open profeſſion of Deiſm, and So- 
Proſelytes to theſe Opinions; nor uſe their 
erable Myſteries of Religion, 
ſide, lay Claim to Humanity and Morality; 
edition and Faction are Benefits to Mankind, 
thing of Fornication and Adultery ; Cuſto- 
quently falſe Swearing, at leaſt no Man who 
not perjur'd ; Luxuriouſneſs and Riot; In- 
Slandering ; Falſe and Groundleſs Defama- 
rs, and the Like, Are not theſe Immorali- 
ſee the Fathers of the Church in ſuch Com- 
: Deſign of their Great Maſter in Converſing 
eal and Reform them? 

that ſince your Lordſhips former Oppoſi - 
:andal both to Church-Men and Diſſenters 
Illy come into it this Seſſion. Or elſe that 
ome good and ſufficient Reaſons for your 

have hitherto met with, one may venture 
e or Good Man in the Nation, 
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